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Complaint Against RECE
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Ron Weiser and the Michigan Republican State Cotiiititte

| -and - 2010APR 20 AM 8: 59
Michael Steele and the Republican Nationalogﬂw&i tee.
- and - COUNSEL

Albert and Paula Berriz, Gaylen Byker, Thomas and Vicki Celani,
Michzel and Kellie Ferraniino, Michdael and Susan Jandernna, John
and Namncy Kemmedy, Rohert aad Joyce Lymas, William Earfet, Robert
Thompson, and William and Vivennsa Young

For Soliciting, Contributing and/or Receiving
Excessive Contributions In Violation of the Federal
Election Campaign Act

Upon information and belief, Ron Weiser [hereinafter "Weiser"] and the Michigan Republican State
Committee [hereinafter "MRP"], both of 520 Seymour St., Lansing, MI, 48933 together with Michae! Steele
[hereinafter "Steele"] and the Republican National Committee [hereinafter "RNC"], both of 310 First Street, S.E.,
Washington, D.C., 20003 have mmowingly and willfully violased the Foderal Blsstion Campaign Act (FIICA) by
solixiting ami reoriving ingdividual contriwtions which cmeend the lienits st forth in the FECA.

Upon information and belief, Albert and Puula Berriz of Ann Arbor, MI 48104,
Gaylen Byker of Grand Rapids, MI 49546, Thonas and Vicki Celani of

Bloomfield Hils, M1 48302, Michsael and Kellfc Perruntho of Plymouth, MI
48170, Michael and Susan Jandemnoa of West Olive, MI 49460, John and Nancy
Kennedy of . Kentwood, MI 49512, Robert and Joyce Lynas of
Spring Lake, MI 49456, William Parfet of Hickory Comners, MI 49060, Robert Thompson
of P.O. Box 6349, Plymouth, MI 48170, and William and Viviemo Young of Ypsilanti,
MI 48198 [hrreinafter collectively tire "conWibutors™] knowingly and willfully vielated tirs FECA by making
cotliriknfions which exceed the limits set forth ix the FECA.

L Faiy
A. The Sabeane To Evade Faderai Individual Contribuiion £ imiss To The MRF
On April 7, 2010 an article in The Daily Caller (complete copy attached) set forth the following
relevant facts:

*The Republican National Committee at the end of last year struck a deal with the Michigan Republican
Party that if the state party could raise what turned out to be a half a million dollars for the RNC from its
donors, the committee would immediataly give the money bask, in a scheme apparently devised to increase

"It was a known secret that a deal had been struck on fhe topic," a former RNC official confirmed ta The
Daily Caller.

"} think the hazafit to diem was thom getting guarantced maney,” the sonras siiid of the Mishignn GGP,
"and the benefit to the RNC was gatting higher fundraising numbers."
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The allegations appear to be backed up by FEC reports: Fifteen donors from Michigan maxed out their
donations to the committee on a single day — Dec. 31 - the last day of 2009 — giving $456,000 to the
committee. Over the wrext two rmomths, $500,000 was disbursed back from the RNC's coffers to those of the
Michigan Republican Party, with $250,000 given in January 2= anether $250,000 disbursed in February,

[RNC Chairman Michael] Stecle and Ken McKay, who just on Monday resigned from the committee

following reports by The Daily Caller of money spent at a risqué night club, were behind the deal with
Michigan party cheir Ron Weiser."

(emphasis added)

B. The Coptribution story of The Contributors

- Upon information and belief, the contribution history of the seventeen (17) contributors (as set forth
in the public recerds of ttee FEC) reinforces the canclusion that this was an illegal scheme to evade and
exceed the $10,000 annual individual limit on contributions to the federal account of the MRP.

At lemst five (5) of thase cemtributors (Paiis Bemix, Vioki Celisi, Kallie Farrantino, Nancy
Kennedy and William Pazfet) had pever given the annual meximum ta the RNC., Indeed, at least four (4) of
them (Betriz, Celani, Kennedy and Parfet) had never even contributed to the RNC at all. Many of the other
contributors had ondy oceasionally "maxed ows" to the RNC,

Despite this historical pattern, suddenly and collectively on December 23 and 31, 2009 all of these

contributors maxed out to the RNC, which then promptly sem nearly the wtal comributions received -
$500,000 - back to the MRP.

IL  ReliefSought

Weisez, MRP, Steele, RNC and the contributors should be found to have knowingly and willfully violated
the FECA by soliciting, contributing and/or receiving excessive contributions.

ol

tted,
Mark Brewer, Chair

Michigan Democratic Party
606 Townsend

Lansing, MI 48933
517/371-5410
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» Former RNC official: Steele struck a
= deal with Michigan GOP to increase

* fundraising numbers, possibly to

@

- circumvint federal funding limits

By Alex Pappas — The Daily Caller 04/07/10 at 2:19 AM

ADVERTISEMENT

Into the RNC coffers, and back out again.

The Republican National Committee at the end of last year struck a deal with the
Michigan Republican Party that if the state party could raisc what turned out to be a
haif a million dollars for the RNC from its donors, the committee would immediately
give the money back, in a scheme apparently devised to increase the RNC’s 2009
fumdraising numbers.

http:/(dailycaller.com/2010/04/07/former-mc-offizial-steele-struck-a-deal-wit... 4/7/2010



Farmer RNC officinl: Steele struck a deal with Michigan GOP to increese f... Page 2 of 4

“It was a known secret that a deal had been struck on the topic,” a former RNC official
confirmed to The Daily Caller.

“I think the benefit to them was them getting guaranteed money,” the source said of the
Michigan GOP, “snd the benefit to the RNC was getting higher fundrnising rumbers.”

RNC spokesman Doug Heye, contacted by a reporter Tuesday afternoon, did not
comment.

o The allegations appear to be backed up by FEC reports: Fifteen donors from Michigan
n maxed out their donations to the commiittee on a single day —Dec. 31 — the last day of
2005 — giving $456,000 to the committee. Over the next two months, $500,000 was
@ disbursed back from the RNC’s cofffers to those of the Mlchlgan Republican Party, with
g < $250,000 givea in January and another $250,000 disbursed in Fcbruary.

-...Chanm:n Michael Steels has bansted bringing in aver $90 million dollars siege his
—term as chairman began in 2009. Michigan state law allows individuals to donate an
uniisiited amount t¢ political partias, though contribuiors who give to the party are
subjected to federal campaign laws that restrict spending on federal races to $10,000

per year, per individual.

Asked the motivation for the individual contributors to donatie to the Michigan Party
through the RNC, the official said by doing so, “they would be able to give more
money to the Michigan state party than the federal limit of 10k.” Calls by The Daily
Caller to the individual contributors were either siot returned, or the domor refuscd to
comment.

Stesle and Ken McKny, who just on Monday resigned from the committee fallowing
reports by The Daily Caller of money spent at a risqué night club, were behind the deal
with Michigan party chair Ron Weiser.

The Daily Caller reached out to McKay, who did not return calls and emails asking for
ccmment. But Weiser, through a spokeswornmn, demied any sort of deal having been
brokered, sayirg by email that, “Michigan donors have a long history of contributing to
the RNC and the RNC has a long history of supporting Michigan GOP efforts.”

“The clzim that thers wms somne deal batwexm the RNC and the MI GQP is pateutly
false,” said Jomuifor Hoff, director of consauzicatiana for the Michigan Republican

http://dailycaller.eom/2010/84/07/former-mc-ofi¥cial-steele-struck-a-deal-wit... 4/7/2010
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Party. “Enemies of Chairman Steele can make up all sorts of stories and there are
plenty in the press who have an interest in peddling sensations.”

No state came close to reaching the half a million dollars disbursed back to the
Michigan GOP over the following two mosths. Michigan received by fiir the mst
disbursed money of all states over Januery and February, follrwed by Dolaseare,
$129,800 (including irekind aquipmant); Oregon, $75,000; Colomasn, $66,500;
Massachusetts, $42,000; and Mississippi, $15,000.

Out of the 28 donors across the country who in December contributed to the RNC

m $30,400 — or the maximum amount that can be contributed to the committee under law
%> — all but five had Michigan addresses.

L))

« The arrangemeut was not dhicasseth with the committee’s finance director or the
'r polmcal director, the official said, other than Steele’s office saying, “‘this is happening,

,_1 © prépara yauc lumgets accordingly.™

“It angered people mostly that the chairman’s office would say, ‘this is happening,’
almost, ‘deal with it.” They were not consulted on whether Michigan was worthy of that
money,” the official said of both the committee’s political and finance departments
upon hearing the deal was arranged without their consent.

“People were not happy abuut it. The department heads in the know were not happy
about it.”

Hofi smad sha in uaeware of any speeific Deccmber fundraising avents that could’ve
also explained the large donations from Michigan donors. She did, however, say that,
“many large donors at year-end make decisions on where to invest to make change
happen.”

“Following Chairman Steele’s visit to Michigan in the summer as well as major GOP
victories in Virginia, New Jersey and the state special senate election in Michigan,
people were excited to help turn the tide and are looking for the RNC to make a big
difference in Michigan this November,” Hoff said by email.

Bet while a competitive gavernor’s elantion ie set fer Novrember, eaithor af the state’s

senators is up for etection in 2010. Asked the reason why Michigan received the most
maney of the states, Hoff said in an email that it is because the state GOP began their

http://dallycaller.com/28910/08/07/former-rnc-official-steele-strack-a-deal-wit... 4/7/2010
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victory program “earlier than any other state in the country.” She did not return
additional inquiries into the specifics of the money spent.

Michigan’s August primaries are later than other states, and the funds came when all
eyes wers on another election in another state. When $250,000 was disbursed to
Midhigan ni Jemmry — thie same mbnih of the campetitive Massachagzetts senate
special election — the Massachuaetts GOP only reccived $42,000.

UPDATE: The RNC announced its fundraising numbers for March 2010 on

00 Wednesday, claiming to have raised $11.4 million, a record high for a mid-cycle
© * March. The RNC has $11.3 million cash-on-hand and no debt, according to a release.

Emall Alex Pappas and follow him on Twitter

S o Article printed from The Dally Caller — Breaking News, Opinion, Research, and
.-| Entertamment http://dailycaller.com
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